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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 12th August, 1885,

Revenue ond Expenditure, North of Arrowgmith River
—Church of England Collegiate School Bill: first
reudinﬁ; referred to o select committee—Message
{No. 12}: Pnpers connected with New (Guinea and

Federal Council—Measage (No. 13): Righ School

Scholarships and University Exhibition ; Conditions

attached to—Message (No. 14): Replying Lo Ad-

dress of the Council relative to proposal to appoink
two Unafficinl Members of the Executive Council—

Salury fur Inspector of Mineral Lands at North-

nmpton—Watex-boring, Encla District—BSchedule to

Loan Act, Public Works (Message No. 11) : referred

to select committee—Imported Stock Amendment

Hill: third reading—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAEKER took the Chair at
geven o'clock, p.m.

PrayERs.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, DIS-
TRICTS NORTH OF ARROWSMITH
RIVER.

Mr. WITTENOOM, in accordance
with notice, asked the Celonial
Secretary to lay on the table of the
House a return showing the amount of
revenne and expenditure, for the year
1884, of that portion of the Colony north
of o line drawn due east from mouth of
Arrowsmith River.

Tae COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Friser), before replying, said he
might point out incidentally that the
form in which this question was put was
a violation of the understanding arrived
at, a session or two ago, that no hon.
member should call for elaborate returns
of this character involving a considerable
amount of clerical labor and research,
except upon an address adopted by the
House. Waiving that objection, his
official reply to the hon. member’s ques.-
tion would be ag follows: The Treasury
accounts were based as a whole on the
Annual Estimates, and the accounts were
kept accordingly, under the provisions of
the Audit Act. Separate accounts were
not kept of the receipts and expenditure
connected with the several districts; and
no such return ag called for could be
given with any appreach to accuracy, as
it would be impossible to determine the
receipts of Customs to be credited to
each district. Goods cleared at Fremantle
were consumed at the North-West and all
over the colony,—bhow much in each dis-
trict it would be impossible to ascertain.

Me. WITTENOOM was afraid the
hon. gentleman did not wish to answer
the question. He was not at all satisfied
with the reply given, and be should move
an address to the Governor on the
subject.

CHURCH OF ENGLAND COLLEGIATE
SCHOOL BILL.

Mg. BURT, in accordance with notice,
moved for leave to intreduce a Bill to
dissolve the Corporation of the Governors
of the Perth Church of England Col-
legiate School, and for other purposes.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

Mr. BURT, in accordance with the
requirements of the standing orders, the
bill being a private bill, moved that it be
referred to a select committee, consisting
of Mr. Loton, Mr. Steere, Mr. Harper,
Mr. Venn, and the mover.

Mgr. PARKER called for a ballot,
which resulted in the election of the follow-
ing members to serve on the comumitbee :
Mr. Burt, Mxr. Loton, Mr. Parker, Mr.
Steere, and Mr. Venn.

MESSAGE (No. 12): ADMINISTRATION
OF NEW GUINEA AND THE FEDERAL
COUNCIL ENABLING EBILL.

Tue SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:

“The Governor has the honor, with
“reference to the Address of the Honor-
“able the Legislative Council No. 9, of
“the 7th instant, to transmit herewith,
“for the information of the Council, the
“printed and other papers enumerated
*in the annexed Schedule®, on the subject
“of New ‘Guinea and other islands in
“the Western Pacific Ocean, and on the
“subject of the Bill for constituting a
* Federal Council for Australasia.

2. The contribution of this Colony,
“as already approved by Your Honor-
“able House, towards the sum of
“ £15,000 for the Administration of the
“annexed portion of New Guinea has
“heen fixed at £161 16s. 9d. per annum.
“Tt will be perceived from the memor-
“andum of His Excellency Major-General
*Sir Peter Scratchley, K.C.M.G., that
“further assistance is required, and
“other papers will show the light in

* Fide ' Votes and Proceedings,” p. 66.
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“which the matter is regarded by the
“ Governments of New South Wales,
¢ Vietoria, Queensland, and New Zealand.
“The Governor will be glad to learn the
““views of the Legislative Council of this
“ Colony on the question.

#3. The Bill for constituting a Fed-
““gral Council has passed the Imperial
“ Parliament. @ The Govermor hopes
“shortly to receive copies of it, and also
“the draft of the measure which the
“Governments of Victoria and Queens-
“land propose to bring forward in their
‘“respective Parliaments for the adop-
“tion of the Imperial Act, when a similar
“Bill will be introduced into Your
“ Honorable House.

“4, Further papers, copies of tele-
“grams, &c., on these subjects, which
“could not be formally presented to the
“ Couneil without some inconvenience,
“ may be perused at the Colonial Secre-
“tary’s Office by any members of the
“Legislature who may desire to see
“them.

“Government House, Perth,

“ Auguast, 1885.”

The consideration of the Message was
made an order of the day for August
144h.

12th

MESSAGE (No. 13): CONDITIONS AT-
TACHED TO HIGH SCHOOU SCHOLAR-
SHIPS AND UNIVERSITY EXHIBI-
TION.

Mz. SPEAKER announced the receipt
of the following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:

“ The Governor has the honor to trans-
“ ynit, herewith, for the consideration of
“ the Honorable the Legislative Counecil,
“a letter and memorandum, dated 30th
“ July last, from the Rev. D. G-. Watkins,
“also a petition from Mr. A, J. Saw,
‘ relative to the conditions on which the
“High School Scholarships and Exhibi-
‘““tion have been establisbed, and suggest-
“ing certain alterations in those con-
* ditions.

“2. In limiting to the pupils of the
“ Government and Assisted Primary
¢ Schools the benefits of the two Scholar.
“ ghips offered annually for competition,
“the idea was to affiliate the Govern.
“ment lower-grade schools to the superior
“institution, and to offer the masters
“and pupils of the Government Schools
“a special encouragemens, in a manner

“very common elsewhere. The Scholar-
“ships, in short, were intended as a
“ means of improving the system of Edu-
“ cation conducted at the public expense,

“3. 'In the same manner, the Exhibi-
“tion from the High School to an Aus.
“tralian University was intended to
“benefit and emhance the value of the
“ Education given at the principal centre
“of learning in the Colony. Precedents
“ for this exist in every civilised country.

““4, The High School Exhibition was
“made tenable at some Australian Uni-
“ versity because its value, £100, is not
“sufficient to meet the cost of sending
“a student te a British or European
“ University, and because it was thought
“that the class of parents who would
“gend a son te Oxford or Cambridge,
* for instance, would necessarily possess
“ considerable means, and that the Exhi.
“bition had better be given to the student
“ who, without it, would receive no Uni-
“versity Education at all, and whose
“ additional expenses it would just meet.

“5. These were the Governor's ideas
“at the time the scheme was approved of
“by the Legislature, and they are the
“ views which he &till holds.

“6. The Governor considers, however,
“that it iz of much greater importance
“that the conditions attached to these
“ Bducational prizes should be acceptable
““to the community than that they should
“ be devised by himself, and he will with
“the greatest willingness consent to any
“changes in the Regulations which may
“he thought advizable by the Legis-
“lature.

“Government House,
* August, 1885.”

The consideration of this Message was
fixed for Augnst 17th.

Perth, 12th

MESSAGE (No. 14): REPLYING TO AD-
DRESS RE PROPOSAL TO APPOINT
TWO UNQOFFICIAL MEMBERS OF THE
EXECUTIVE.

Mr. SPEAKER further notified that
he had received the following Message
from His Excellency the Governor:

“The Governor has the honor to ac-
“knowledge the receipt of Address No.2,
“Jdated the 3rd instant, of the Honor-
“able the Legislative Council, informing
“him that Your Honorable House ap.
‘ proves of the proposal for the appoint-
“ment of two Unofficial members of the



1885.]

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

115

“ Ezecutive Council, as indicated in the | which the applicant for the land had to
*“ Governor's Message No. 1, of the 27¢h | pay before he could obtain this certifi-

‘“ ultimo.

cate. These fees and the expenses of

“2. The (Governor has, however, ob- | the Inspector amounted to £3 or £4, so
“served that this proposal has been sup- | that people who had the misfortune to

* ported b{' only a narrow majority of the

“unofficia,

“ tion out of doors.

i live in this district had to pay this much
side of the Legislature, and '
“ that it has met with considerable opposi.

more for their land than those residing in
other parts of the colony, the upset price
of the land itself being the same. He

“3. The Governor's only object in!thought hon. members would agree with

“making a suggestion which, at the
“time, he had some reasom to believe
“would be generally acceptable, was to
“take a step of a liberal character which
“would give satisfaction to the com-

“munity, and he cannot but feel that

“thiz object would be defeated were he
“now to act on-the Address which he
‘ bas received,

“ 4, Therefore, while thanking Your
“ Honorable House for your approval of
‘ the supgestion contained in his Message
“No. 1, and for the consideration be-
“ stowed upon it, the Governor proposes
“to take no further step in the matter at
 present.

“Government House, Perth,
“ August, 1885

12tb

SALARY FOR INSPECTOR OF MINERAL
LANDS.

Mg. WITTENOOM, in accordance with |

notice, moved, That an humble address

be presented to His Exzcellency the Gov-

ernoy, praying that he will be pleased
to place upon the Supplementary Esti-
mates a suflicient sum of money to provide
a salary for the Glovernment Inspector of
Mineral Lands at Northampton. The
hon. member said the reason he had
brought forward this motion was to do
away with an injustice which he thought
had been put upon the inhabitants of
Northampton and the Geraldton district
for some time past. Hon. members were
aware that when the mineral survey of
the Victoria District was made, a portion
of it was set apart as a mineral area, out
of which no land for agricultural purposes
could be purchased. After a while, this
was altered, and people were allowed to
take up land, within this area, for agri-
cultural purposes, providing they frst
obtained a certificate from the Govern.
ment Inspector that the land in his
opinion did not contain minerals. For
this purpose an Inspector was duly ap-
pointed, and o table of foes was prepared

him that this was an injustice. The
appointment of this Inspector and the
charges incidental to the obtaining of
these certificates were made in order to
protect the rights of the Government and
to preserve the minerals of the colony;
and it was very hard that the applicants
for agricultural land should have to pay
for protecting the public against itself.
The object he had in view was to relieve
the inhabitants of the district from this
injustice, by providing a regular salary
for the Imspector, so that applicants for
land might be relieved from paying more
for their land than was puid by people
living in other parts of the coleny.

Mer. GRANT, in seconding the motion,
gaid he considered that the payment of
these fees was a great hardship, and he
knew of no just cause why the inhab.
itants of the distriet should be saddled
with them.

Mr. BURGES snaid he was one of
those who had suffered a considerable
amount of hardship from the regulation
referred to, having had to pay consider-
able sums to the Imapector. He looked
upon the present regulation ns a very
unjust one and a very vexations one. In
one case he had to pay as much as £10
for the inspection of a mineral section,
and he koew of many instances in which
small applicants had had to pay £4or
£5, in addition to the upset price, before
they could get the piece of land they
wanted.

Mz. BROWN was one of those who
viewed Supplementary Estimates with
disfavor, but no doubt there were two.
sides to the guestion, as there was also
to the guestion now before the committee..
It was quite true that the residents
within this mineral area had to pay these
fees, and that persons who wished to
purchase land outside this area were
exempted from the payment of such fees.
But it was at the special and urgent
request of the inhabitants of the district



116

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.

[Ave. 12

that the Government allowed persons to
purchase land for agricultural purposes
within this mineral area, and it was done
upon the express condition that the
applicants should pay for the certificate
of the Inspector. Although this certifi-
cate afforded some protection against
mineral lands being taken up for agri-
cultural purposes, still it was absolutely
impossible to say for a certainty that
there were no minerals underneath; and
he did not think it would be denied
by the Inspector Himself that some pur-
chasers had some very valuable mineral
lodes upon their selections. As he had
already said, he viewed Supplementary
Estimates as a rule with disfavor, and,
unless it were shown that it was abso-
lutely necessary to incur these supple-
mentary charges, he should always be
adverse to sanctioning them. In this
ingtance, the motion asked them to
request His Excellency to place a sufhi-
cient sum for the salary of the Inspector of
Mineral Lands upon the Supplementary
Estimates for the current year; but he
could not conceive that providing a
salary for this officer was a question of
such urgent necessity that the House
shoald be asked to agree to its being
placed on the Supplementary Estimates.
If the proposal had been to have it put
on the Estimates for next year, it would
have been a different thing, for he was
rather inclined to thiuk that the Govern-
ment ought to pay this Inszpector, soas
to do away with the anomaly referred to,
of the residents of one district having to
pay more for their land than the residents
of other parts of the eolony. But he did
not think the matter was of such urgency
that it should be dealt with on the
Sapplementary Estimates. He would
therefore suggest to the hon. member
that he should strike out the word
* Supplementary.”

Mz. MARMION asked if anyone could
say what amount of work this Inspector
had to perform. Why should not the
Government pay him his fees, instead of
the public having to do so, rather than
provide a fixed salary for him ?

Tre COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) pointed out
that there was already a sum on the
- Estimates for paying the Ingpector
of Mineral Lands, in the event of

Formerly the applicant had to pay
whether he obtained a certificate or
not, but that was considered to bé
rather hard upon the applicant, and the
House placed & sum on the Estimates to
meet such cases. It had been on the
Estimates now for two years, and was on
the Estimates still. Ifthe House wished
to go any further, he thought it should
be left to the discretion of the Govern-
ment as to whether the Inspector should
be paid in fees or have a fixed salary.
There was nothing in the Land Regu-
lations that he knew of to prevent the
Government raising the price of land in
any part of the colouny ; the present upset
price of 10s. was simply the minimum
price, and he thought that sum should
go to the coffers of the Slate, without
any deductions in the shape of fees or
anything else; and, if it should be de-
cided that the Government were to pay
this Inspector’s fees, he thought it would
be only fair that the price of land within
these mineral areas should be raised, so
as to recoup the (tovernment. Should
the hon. member succeed in carryiog his
motion, he could not promise him that
the price of land in his district would not
be raised, so that, after the payment of
all charges, the Government should clear
a net profit of 10s. an acre on all land
sold. :

Mr. CROWTHER agreed with what
had fallen from the hon. member for the
Gascoyne that this question was not
one of such vital necessity that provision
should be made for it on the Supple-
mentary Estimates. He certainly was
opposed to these Supplementary Estimates
himself. They were getting too much
the fashion altogether. If they went on
at the rate they had been going on of
late with their Supplementary Estimates
the result would be that there would be
no annual Estimates to present. Land
within these mineral areas was estimated
to be worth £3 an acre, but if an appli-
cant obtained a certificate he got the
land for 10s. an acre, so that there was
no very great hardship in calling upon
the applicant to pay a little extra in the
shape of these fees, though he confessed
that it was somewhat anomalous that
the people of one district should have to
pay more for their land than their
neighbors who happened to live across

an gpplicant not obtaining a certificate. | the horder. Seeing, however, that the
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whole question of our Land Regulations
was under the consideration of a com-
mittes appointed for that purpose, he
thought 1t would be advisable to wait
until the committee brought wup their
report, before dealing with these mineral
land regulations. If there was any por-
tion of the Land Regulations which
required alteration more than another, it
was that portion dealing with mineral
lands,. He would support the motion
if it were made 40 apply to next year's
Eatimates.

Me. WITTENCOM said it was impos-
sible to pet over the injustice of making
the residents of one particular district pay
more for their land than the price set
upon it by the Government. It was only
another illustration of the unfair way in
which the House treated the North, and
another source of irritation. The Com.
missioner of Crown Lands threatened to
raige the price of land at the North, if
this motion were carried,—more sandflies.
Of course, if it was the wish of the major-
ity of hon. members that the motion
should be made to apply to next year's
Hstimates, it would be no use bis op-
posing it, but he felt it was very unfair.

Mr. BURT said he felt inclined to con-
demn the whole system, but he thought
the matter might be left to the select
committee then sitting., After all, this
Inspector could only give a certificate to
the best of his knowledge ; it was impos-
sible for any man to tell from a mere sur-
face examination whether a piece of land
contained any mineral lodes underneath
or not, and he thought that purchases
within mineral aress should be stopped
at once. That would do away with the
necessity of paying for these certificates
either by means of fees or salary.

Mz. MARMION said he remembered
distinctly that when the privilege of
purchasing land for agricultural purposes
within these mineral areas was first con.
ceded, it was done simply in order that
the mining population at Northampton
might have an opportunity of obtaining
a bit of land for cultivating a little corn
and a few vegetables for their own
requirements. It was looked upon as a
great boon at the time, and a concession,
but now it appeared it had come to be
looked upon as a great hardship and even
an injustice. He was afraid this was
ouly another instance of how the Northern

members sought to work round that
House, yet, after all, they were not
satisfied.

M=r. 8. H. PARKER said, in order
that the House should not give a
direct negative to the motion, and thus
debar the hon. member from bringing it
forward agein this eession, he would
move that the Chairman leave the chair.

This was agreed to, and the House
resumed.

WATER-BORING, EUCLA DISTRICT.

Mz. BROWN repeated the question
he had put to the Commissioner of Crown
Lands on August 10th-—whether the
applicants for assistance in water-boring
in the Eucla District, referred to in the
Governor's Message, were the same per-
gons who, in 1883, had applied for and
were refused a similar eoncession ?

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said that the
W.A. Pastoral Association and the Eucla
Land and Pastoral Association applied,
in 1883, to be assisted in boring for water
at Eucla, and that the matter that was
considered by the Legislative Council in
that year was the advisabilily of aseisting
those companies in boring for water.

PUBLIC WORKS NSC]?%DULE (MESSAGE
0. .

On the order of the day for the con-
sideration of His Excellency’s message
relating to the execution of the various
public works enumerated in the schedule
of the Loan Act,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said as he proposed to move
that the message be referred to a select
committee, it was not his intention to
address the House at any length himself.
Yet he thought it would be desirous that
there should be a general expression of
opinion on the part of hon, members
with regard to the numerous works re-
ferred to, which would be some guidance
to the select committee in framing their
report. This was a most important ques-
tion. They had now to consider in what
order the large number of works included
in the schedule should be undertaken,
and also when they should be undertaken.
He need not make any remark with refer-
ence to the first work mentioned in the
message—hatbor improvements at Fre.
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mantle—for the reasom that they all
knew that this important question was
at the present moment in the hands of
the eminent authority invited to report
upon it; and, uotil they were placed in
possession of Sir John Coode’s report, it
would be impracticable for them to deal
in detail with this work. The Beverley
railway was already in the hands of the
contractor, and was being carried on with
characteristic despatch. The routes of
the railway from Spencer’s Brook north-
wards, and of the Bunbury and Green-
ough railways, still remained to be
finally determined ; and it was very de-
sirable that, in addition to determining
the question of route, the House should
express an opinion also as to the charac-
ter of these works. Again, it would be
the duty of the select committee to advise
the House not only as to the order of
precedence in which these various works
should be undertaken, whether immed-
iately and under what circumstances, but
also to decide, or at any rate to suggest,
43 regards the projected lines of railway,
where the lines shall commence and
where they shall terminate. With re-
gard to the proposed tramway between
Roebourne and Cossack, he was sure the
hon. member for the district would be
able to give the House the benefit of his
advice as to the construction of that
work. The branch railway to the Perth
race-course was an undertaking to which
he thought there would be no opposition
—not even from the hon. member oppo-
site (Mr. Parker). The extension of the
telegraph system from Roehourne to
Derby was another work which the mem.
ber for the district would be able to give
them his views upon, and which he was
sure the hon. member would tell them
should be proceeded with at the earliest
possible date. Whilst on this subject it
might not be out of place were he to
mention that, on the completion of this
line to Derby, it was hoped by the Gov-
ernment that funds would be found to
further extend the line, and to effect its
junction with the South Australian tele-
graph system, by way of Cambridge
Gulf, through our settled Kimberley
district. The important harbor works
projected at Carnarvon— which in future
would no doubt become the shipping
outlet of an extensive district—were
which hon. members

works would

probably agree should not be proceeded
with until the Engineer-in-Chief had
visited the locality. But it was very
desirable that there sbould be an
expression of opinion as to what should
be the character of these works; and so
with regard to the other works enumerat-
ed, but to which it was unnecessary for
him now to refer. He now begged to
move that His Excellency's message be
referred to a select commitiee, consisting
of the Divector of Public Works, Mr.
Grant, Mr. Brown, Mr. Wittenoom, Mr.
Shenton, Mr. Marmion, Mr. Venn, Mr.
Loton, and the mover. He might say
that he had named the committee, in the
geographical order of the districts which
the hon. members represented, commenc-
ing northwards, and associating with the
membors for the distriets his hon. friend,
Mr. Loton.

Me. LAYMAN said he did not hear the
Colonial Secretary say anything about
jetties, He thought the jetties were the
very first works that ought to be under-
taken. It appeared to him that the
Government were at a loss what ought
to be done first with this money, and, for
his own part, he thought they conld not
do better than take in hand the various
jetties agreed upon. So far as the Yasse
jetty was concerned, it now ran into 8
feet of water, but an extension of 60 feet
would only Dring it to shallow water
(some 4{t. 9in.), and it would be absolute-
ly necessary for the jetty to be carried
over this bank, so as to bring it into deep
waler.

Me. BROWN was pleased to hear that
it was proposed in the first place to refer
this message to a select committee. He
thought the Colonial Secretary bad im-
posed upon them a large duty in request-
ing & general expression of opinion with
reference to all these works; and for his
own part he intended to confine himgelf
to speaking of the message in general
terms. He was sorry to see in this as in
other papers relating to the same subject,
the expression ¢ harbor works at Freman-
tle,” instead of ““ at or near Fremantle.”

TrE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser} explained that the expression
which the hon. member took exception
to embraced the whole of the port of Fre-
mantle, extending from Rockingham on
the south to the northern extremity of
Ruttnest.
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Me. BROWN said he was very glad
indeed to have elicited that information.
This question of Harbor Works was one
of great importance, whether the works
were entered upon at Fremantle or near
Fremantle.  With regard to the routes of
the contemplated railways, from Gerald-
ton to the Greenough, from Bunbury, and
from Spencer's Brook northwards, he
was not aware whether the Railway
Department had completed the surveya
of these lines—he believed they had, as
regards the Greenough line; but, with
regard to these undertalkings, and the
other works generally, he was thoroughly
in accord with the Governor when His
Excellency said, “it is believed that it
will be most beneficial to the colony to
lose no time in proceeding with the whole
of the works in the loan schedule” It
would be beneficial for many reasons,
and amongst them that stated by His
Excellency himself—that the fact of so
wany large public works being on foot at
once would bring and attract workmen
from elsewhere, and correct any disturb-
ance of the local labor market more
effectually than if the works were spread
over a longer period. At the same time,
he was quite in accord with His Excel-
lency when he pointed out that the cou-
ditions of the different undertakings and
the limited resources of the Works
Department must necessarily prevent the
whole of the works from proceeding sim-
ultaneously. It therefore would become
a question to decide —and this, he
thought, was pre-eminently a question for
the select committee, after conferrving
with the head of the department, to
decide—~the order in which the various
works should be taken in hand, regard
being had to the resources of the depari-
ment, and the information already in the
possession of the department, for, after
all, their deccision in this matter must
depend very much upon these considera-
tions. With regard to the works contem-
plated at Carnarvon, the necessity for
improved harbor accommodation there
had been universally admitted, both by
the Legislature and the Government;
and the attention of the Government was
celled fo this fact last session,~—that,
before determining upon the scheme
of works necessary, some competent
authority connected with the Works De-
partment should visit the locality. There

had been ample time for this since last
session of Council, a year ago, and, if it
had not yet been done, he trusted the
Government would lose no time in decid-
ing what the character of these works
shail be.

Mz. SHENTON thought the only way
they could propergv deal with the Gov-
ernor’s message in detail was by referring
it to a select committee. The schedule
itself only furnished very meagre informa-
tion, and there were many questions of
detail yet to be considered. For instance,
there was the question of the railway
routes. As regards the district which he
had the honor to represent, the line pro-
jected was simply described as a line
from “ Spencer’s Brook northwards.” It
would be necessary to determine the
route of that line, and, before the work
could be entered upon, they must have
surveys. But there were other works
which could be proceeded with almost
immediatcly, one of the most important
in his opinion being the extension of the
tolegraph from Roebournte to Derby.
The line to Roebourne would be finished
in Qectober, and no delay should oceur in
taking steps for carrying on the exten-
gion. With regard to Jetties and other
minor works, he thought these works
should be pushed forward as scon as the
department had the necessary plans pre.-
pared. The harbor improvements at
Cossack and Carnarvon would of course
have to wait until the head of the depart-
ment had an opportunity of visiting those
localities, and no doubt that officer would
avail himself of the first opportunity of
doing so, in order that all parts of the
colony may as scon as possible partici-
pate in the advantages to be derived
from the expenditure of this loan.

Mr. MARMION was very pleased to
gsee that at last there was some prospect
of harbor works being undertaken at the
chief commercial seaport of the colony,
and that the boundaries of that port were
wide enough even to satisfy the desires
of the hon. member for the Gascoyne. It
was gratifying to find that a commence-
ment was intended to be made with these
works next year, and that £30,000 would
be eet apart for this purpose. The sum
was compa,ra.tivelé small, but it showed
that in Sir John Coode’s opinion works of
a practical nature, and within our means
to carry out, may be undertaken at the
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port of Fremantle. He regretted that
some time must necessarily elapse before
the Government would be placed in pos-
session of Sir Jobn Coode’s report, and
that consequently the commencement of
these long deferred improvements must
be still further deferred; but it was sat-
isfactory to find that the question was
now brought within the range of practical
politics, The telegraph line to Derby,
he thought, should be proceeded with as
soon as possible after the completion of
the line to Cossack. When he said that,
he did not mean that tenders for the ex-
tension should not be called for before
the line to Cossack was completed. He
thought no time should be lost in calling
for these tenders, as some interval must
necessarily elapse before the materials for
the construction of the line could bhe
imported from England. As to the pro-
posed railways, 1t was very desirable
also that these works should be under-
taken as soon as possible, but he thought
a fair amount of time ought to be allowed
in calling for tenders. He thought it
would be desirable to do so not only here
but also in the other colonies, and, as
His Excellency suggested, possibly in
places beyond those colonies; so that, as
the result of competition, we may get the
works constructed at the minimum of cost
and the maximum of efficiency. They
were already asked to approve of the plans
and drawings prepared for the various
minor works in the schedule, excepting
the additions and improvements to Gov-
ernment House and Domain. Why this
exception he did not exactly know. [The
Drrecror. oF PuBLic Worgs: Simply
because the plans are mot ready.] He
had thought so. With regard to the
Mandurah estuary, this expenditure was
approved last year conditionally wpon
a favorable report being received from
Bir John Coode as to the feasibility of
opening the river, for this amount. As to
the Gteraldton Jetty, he thought it would
bo wise to wait for Sir John Coode’s report
as to the harbor, before doing anything
with regard to the jetty. With refer-
ence 1o the works projected at Carnarvon,
he thought it would be impossible to
determine the specific character of these
works until the locality had been visited
by the Engineer-in-Chief, or someone
in whom the House had cvery confi.
dence. Carnarvon was the port of what

must eventually become a most im.
poriant and extensively-settled distriet,—
a distriet that was increasing in import-
ance every year. With reference to the
desirability of losing no more time than
could possibly be avoided in proceeding
with_the various undertakings embraced
in the schedule, he was fully in accord
with the message on that point. He only
trusted that the expenditure of this large
amount of money, much of which would
be expended amongst a comparatively
small number of people, and within a
comparatively short period, would givaa
stimulus to the districts concerned, and
induee a considerable influx of population,
who may settle in the colony, and contrib-
ute to its advancement.

Mz. RANDELL said, without attempt-
ing to enter upon the details of the numer-
ous works projected—which he thought
should be left to the select committee—
the guestion which they were now asked
to consider was essentially a question of
poliey. TFor his own part he was inclined
to accept the whole scheme as placed be-
fore them in His Excelleney's message.
He thought, having obtained the money,
it was most desirable we should at once,
as far as practicable, put in operation the
whole of these works. In the nature of
the ease, priority must be given to some
of them over others, according to the com-
pleteness of the information in possession
of the Government; but he thought it
would be far better to initiate as many
public works as possible, at one and the
same time, so as to attract labor into the
colony, and so as not to disturl the local
labor market more than possible, by pro-
ceeding with the works piece-meal. He
believed a much larger number of arti-
sans and laborers would be introduced
into the colony, if this half-a-million of
money were to be expended within a com-
paratively short space of time, than if its
expenditure were distributed over a num-
ber of years. Some of the works were
already in hand, others merely waited the
approval of the House as to the plans and
drawings. One or two must necessarily
be delayed, but be had no doubt that every
effort would be made by the Government
to allow of these works being tendered for
and proceeded with at as early a date as
possible. The Governor in his message
told them that * the policy of the Govern-
ment in expending this new loan of
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£525,000 was to give the progress of the
colony as great an impulse as possible by
setting on foot and proceeding with, at
the earliest practicable date, the whole of
the public works for which funds had been
provided.” That was a policy which he
wag quite sure would meet with the ap-
proval of the House and of the country
generally.

Mz. WITTENOOM said he had only
one word to say, and that was to point
out that the initiation of public works on
a seale of this magnitude must necessar-
ily very seriously disturb the labor mar-
ket, and unless something were done to
introduce additional labor very great in-
convenience would be felt, especially by
country settlers. He hoped the select
committee would not lose sight of this
most important fact,

Mr. VENN said that, to his mind, had
the question of harbor works at Fre-
mantle been decided upon and settled,
those works would have been works of
primary importance. With reference to
the railway, starting from Bunbury, when
this work was under discussion lastyeara
question arose as to what style of railway
it should be, and it was considered that
possibly a tramway would answer the pur.
pose; but, afterwards, it was considered
advisable to have a line similar to the
other Government lines. He himself did
not consider it would be necessary to have
such an expensive railway, and he hoped
they would hear from the Commissioner
of Railways what his opinion was with
reference to these pioneer lines. The
railway was popularly called a railway to
the timber ranges, but he had always re-
garded it as the first section of a line that
‘at no long distant date would extend to
Bridgetown, and eventually connect with
the land grant railway to Albany. Bui
he thought there was no necessity at
present for an expensive line, and if they
could get a line that would answer their
purpose at one third the cost of our ordi-
nary lines, they would get a great deal
more railway for their money. He regret-
ted that a movement was on foot to alter
the route of the proposed railway, and he
was perfectly sure that the advocates of
this deviation were laboring under a
mistake entirely ag to the intended direc-
tion of the live. He thought the original
route possessed many advantages over
the proposed deviation. With regard to

the other works, he hoped the committee
would come to the conclusion that the
telegraph lines and the jetties should be
undertaken at once, and be proceeded
with simultaneously.

Mr. GRANT said he thought the Gov-
ernor had shown a wise policy in recom-
mending that the Derby telegraph line
should be commenced at once. Great and
important events wight Lappen at any
moment in the Kimberley district, and
it would be well that we should be pre-
pared for such a contingency. Tenders
should be invited for this work at once,
so that the contractors may order the
material. He also thought it was very
desirable that the route should be imme-
diately explored for the further extension
of the line, beyond Derby, in the direc-
tion of Cambridge Gulf, before South
Australia took the wind out of our sail.
Ag to the other works, he thought they
should be proceeded with, without delay,
and simultanecously, so as to attract an
influx of labor from the other colonies
to supply the great demand which these
works inust give rise to.

Mg. STEERE said, as his name was
not put on the select committee, he felt
bound to say a few words with reference
to what bad fallen from the hon. mem-
ber for Wellington, as to the Bunbury
railway. The hon. member reforred to
the line as the first section of the Black-
wood railway. If that was the case, all he
had to say was that the route described on
the map was not in the direction of the
Blackwood at all. The route as proposed
went to a position about equidistant from
two timber stations, one of which had
not been working for two years, and the
other was just about to be removed to
the Augusta. Even if these timber
stations were in full operation, he sub.
mitted it was not the duty of the Gov-
ernment to build a railway to benefit one
particular industry, but to benefit the
whole district. [The CoMmissioNEr oF
Rarnways : Hear, hear.] He read in the
report of the surveyor that -if the
intention hereafter was to take this line
in the direction of the Blackwood, they
would have to come back some miles, and
start in another direction altogether
from the line now surveyed. If this
railway were to be continued in the
direction it ought to take, it would tap
: quite as'good timber country as the ling
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now proposed would tap. Nearly the
whole of the available land on the pro-
jected line was in the hands of timber
companies, and the country had no right
to be saddled with the expense of making
& railway for the convenience of these
companies, who, if they wanted railway
facilities, ought to construct their own
branch lines. He thought there was a
great deal to be said in favor of the
agitation for diverting the route of this
railway. Not only would it open up
much good land, but it would also pass
through a fine timber country. A con-
siderable quantity was now being cut in
this locality for a jetty at Port Darwin.
He was afraid the sum appropriated for
this railway (£40,000) would take it but
a wvery short distance in any direction;
but, if the line went in the direction indi-
cated on the map, it was a matter for
serious consideration whether it should
be proceeded with at all.

Me. VENN said the hon. member was
entirely in error as to the route which the
line was intended to take.

* Mr. BURT said as he should not have
the honor of sitting on the commiittee he
might be allowed to offer a few observa-
tions at this stage. He thought that
what they were now called upon to ex-
press an opinion about was a question of
policy—was it desirable to start all these
works together, or should some of them
be postponed, and, secondly, which of the
numerous works projected should have
priority. He was of opinion that none of
them should be postponed, but it was im-
possible that they should all be taken in
hand and carried on simultaneously. The
Works Department would not be equal
to their supervision. Bui he thought the
various projects should follow each other
as quickly as possible. As to those that
should obtain precedence, he thought
with other hon. members that the tele-
graph to Derby should be proceeded with
a8 quickly as possible. He also thought
that the branch railway which was to
connect: ue with Northam and Newcastle
should obtain prominence. It would
bring extra traffic into play, and give a
direct return to the colony. The ques-
tion of route was a very important one.
The line aa designated in the schedule
waa very vague indeed—* Spencer’s Brook
northwards.” He hoped the committee
would not advise that the line should

go through country that was utierly
useless. He understood that the sug.
gested route went through land that was
comparatively worthless, whéreas there
was another route which, although a
little longer, would open wup count:
every acre of which would be available
for agricultural purposes. With regard
to the extension of the line from Gerald-
ton, that was another work which he
thought might be taken in hand at once,
as it would not be likely to interfere
with the labor market in this part of the
colony. There was already rolling stock
and a staff of workmen, and almost all
that was necessary, except the line itself,
to carry it on to the Greemough. Buf
when they came to this Bunbury railway,
that was another matter altogether. It
would be remembered that he protested
pretty strongly last year against the
schedule of works as agreed upon by the
House; but, how on earth this work
came to be included in it at all, he had
been at a loss to conceive, What was
£40,000 going to do towards building a
railway? If the object of this railway
had really been the opening up of the
Blackwood, there would have been much
to be said in support of it; but to spend
£40,000 on n line to the timber ranges
would in his opinion be momney thrown
away. If they proceeded with the other
works he had mentioned, and initiated
harbor works at Fremantle, he considered
they would be doing a great desl, and
quite as much as conld reasonably be ex-
pected. He thought that would com-
prise the main works that ought to be
undertaken.  The jetties and other
minor works could be put in hand as
soon as the department was ready to pro-
ceed with them. Among these minor
works he hoped that prominence would
be giver to the duplication of the tele-
graph line on the Albany road, the
present line being almost useless to the
gettlers, in consequence of the great
number of foreign and press telegrams
continually passing over it.

Mz. BURGES gdaid he understood the
route of the proposed line to the Green-
ough had not yet been definitely cettled,
—whether it should go through the Front
Flats or the Back Flats, and as a public
meeting was about to be held in the dis-
trict on this subject of route, he thought
it would be well that the committee should
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wait, to hear the opinion of the inhabit- | this money in the district would do much
| good, and he believed himself the line

ants interested, before recommending
any particular route for adoption. His
own predilections were in favor of the
Back Flats route, as it would open up a
much greater extent of country, was free
from engineering difficulties, and would
give those seitlers residing more to the
eastward the advantage of sharing in any
railway communication that may be estab-
lished eventually with the Irwin district.

Mg. CROWTHER expressed an en-
tirely different opinion as to the relative
advantages of the two routes. If the
railway went to the Back Flats the prob-
ability was it would never get out of it.
As to the engineering difficulties there
was not much to choose between the two
routes; the only engineering difficulties
that were likely to be encountered being
a sandhill here and there. As to the
agitation in favor of the Back Flats, that
agitation was fomented by the local news.
paper, and the agitator-in-chief had no
practical knowledge of the relative merits
of the rival routes.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest) said he thought
the committee could not do better than
adopt the Governor’s message in its en-
tirety. That would be an easy way out
of the difficulty, and he believed it would
meet with the approval of «the country.
The expenditure of this half a million
of money—which was a large sum for
us—might do the colony much good if
spent pretty quickly, whereas, on the
other hand, if these works were not pro-
ceeded with simultaneously, or as nearly
go as possible, it would interfere very
geriously with the local labor mmarket.
He should like to see these contracts
well advertised, a good while before
they were let, not only in the other
colopies but also in England. 'We might
find contractors perhaps to wundertake
several of the works—possibly all of them,
if they were put in hand simultaneously.
This would enable us to get them done
cheaper than if they were let separately
and at different times. As to the re-
sources of the Works Departroent not
being able to meet the pressure, he pre.
sumed that was only & question of pro-
viding the department with an additional
staff. 'With regard to the Bunbury
railway, he hoped the House would hot
oppose that work, as the expenditure of

would be a reproductive line. With
regard o the sugpgestion of the hon.
member for the North, that immediate
steps should be taken to explore the best
route for the extension of the telegraph
line beyond Derby, there could be no
question as to the route: the line would
follow the Fitzroy and its tributaries
down to the Ord, and thence to Cam-
bridge Gulf. Once there, no doubt the
South Australian Government would join
us in comnecting our system with their
own system at Port Darwin.

Mr, BROCKMAN expressed a hope
that the principle which would guide the
committee in deciding what works should
be proceeded with was not that referred
to by the Surveyor General—the question
of whether the expenditure of the money
would do good to the district immedi-
ately concerned, but whether it wounld
prove beneficial to the whole country.

Mr. 8. H. PARKER said he merely
rose to say that it afforded him much
pleasure to find that the Gtovernment in
this matter had not only shown that they
had a poliey, but also that it was a poligy
that was likely to meet with the approval
of the whole country. It was also satis-
factory to find that they had delivered
themselves of this policy without the
assistance of two unofficial members.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAITL.
WAYS (Hon. J. A. Wright) said that
hon. members had addressed themselves
a good deal to the question of policy, but
there was much practical work before
them apart from any question of policy.
The scheme of public works before them
involved the expenditure of a larger sum
of money than had ever been expended
here upon public works before, and it
behovegothem to be very circumspect,
and very careful in seeing that it was
spent to the best advantage. The ques-
tion of the order in which these numerous
works should be taken in hand was no
doubt, as a question of poliey, an import-
ant question; but there was amother
question that had a very much more im-
portant bearing than that question of
policy, and that was this—that the de-
partment entrusled with the expenditure
of this money should be informed not
only ag to the character of the works to
beundertaken, but also the most desirable
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routes for our proposed railways to take.
These were points which he thought
might be best dealt with, not by a large
committee but by sub.committees, who,
if necessary, might take evidence. After
what had been said that evening, and
the divergence of opinion shown with
regard to the routes of the Bunbury line
and of the Greenongh line, he thought
that these sub-committees should as far
as possible consist of members who were
not directly interested in the districta
concerned. There was evidently a strong
difference of opinion on the subject,
among the residents of the districts, and
he certainly should himself object to have
the responsibility thrust upon him to
decide upon the merits of these rival
routes. This was a question, and a most
important question, for the committee
and for that House to decide. Let
the question of route once be settled,
and no time would be lost by his depart-
ment in proceeding with the work.
Each line, in his opinion, should- he
treated on its merits, by persons know-
ing the country and its reguirements,
having regard to population and to the
development of the country, and the in.
terests of the colony at large, As to the
uestion put to him by the hon. member
?or Wellington, as to the best style of
railway adapted for piomeer lines, that
was a question he should-have a good
deal to say upon in committee; but as to
thig line from Bunbury, whichever route
may be adopted, he apprehended it never
would be a main line. Qur railways must
be divided into mwain or frunk lines, and
branch lines or feeders—the latter being
merely of local importance; and he took
it that this Bunbury line would be one of
purely local importance and interest. His
own impression wae that the best thing to
be done with lines like these was at first
to make a cheap railway, adapted for
pioneer purposes, and if the line proved
successful, 1t might be replaced with a
better style of railway of the ordinary
gauge, and the line taken up might be
taken to some other part of the colony
to serve as a pioneer line.

The motion to refer the message to a
gelect committee, as proposed by the
Colonial Secretary, was then put and
passed,—Mr. PARKER protesting againat
the number of members on the committee
exceeding five.

IMPORTED STOCE AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time and passed.

The House adjourned at a quarter
past ten o’clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Friday, 14th August, 1885.

Correspondence between Centrnl Board and District
Board v6 appointment second mirtress Government
Girle’ 8chool, Perth—Petition (No. 4): Bunbury
Railway Ronte—Reserve for Townsite at Lower
Blackwood — Government Medical Officers and
Privote Patients—Messnge (No.
Rasponaibilities of Harbor
16): Admi

Department—M No. 17): Annnity to Lady
Barlee—Plantation of Pines nt Robtnest—Bri ot
Beverley, aeross the Avon—Vote in aid of o Town
Hull for York—Amendment of Standing Order No.
19—Retarns of Revenne and Expenditure, districts
North of the Arrowsmith—Alowance to His Excel-
lepcy the Governor: adjourned debate—Explosives
Bill: referred to Select Committeo—Bush Fireg
Bill: third mdmm]'xg—Northem Disirict Spacial
Revenue Bill: itd reading—New Guinen: Com-
tribution towards expense of Adminigtration (Mes-
sage No, 12)—Adjournment,

Tar SPEAKER took the Chair ab
seven ¢'clock, p-m.

PrAYERS.

CORRESPONDENCE RE APPOINTMENT
SECOND MISTRESS, PERTH GIRL®
SCHOOL.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) laid upon the table the
correspondence relative to the appoint-
ment of a second mistress for the Perth
Government Girls’ School, asked for by
Mr. Steere, on August 7th.

RESERVE FOR TOWNSITE AT LOWER
BLACKWOOD.

Mr. LAYMAN asked the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands whether it was
the intention of the (tovernment to set
apart a Reserve for a Townsite at or
near the Lower Blackwood Bridge, on
the Warren Road, and to have such
reserve laid out in fown grants for
selection P



